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THE NEO-PAGAN QUEST by Y,: Holman Keith 


In Yeston La Barre's book "The Ghost Dance, The 
Orlzins of Reliflon" near the end there are these 
lines: "The problem set by our humanity remains, 
now to accept and' how to embody male authority, how 
TO express and when to modulate afgcressiveness azainst 
OTnRer mnen--how, in Short, to be father and son, fovern- 
ment and citizen, These 8still remain the towerins prob- 
lems of the oedipal animal, And make no mistake of it: our 
human nature is built upon volcanoes and the tensions of 
potential earthquakes; the clear rational mind lies unesi 17 
above archaic Titans fettered beneath in darkness," mz SUTEe1Y, 
guch does not tave to be the permanent state of affairs in human nature 
and human life, Tany neo-pagans would answer this cynicisn by suzzestine 
In efcrect that the center of gravity be shifted toward the direction of 
youth and femininity, by saying that the old men of the tribe have had their 
day, and what 1s needed is a world-wide youth revolution on both isides of 
the' iron curtain, But a mutation of the hunan spirit, a shift of' the cen- 
ter of gravity in the deeps of human nature, will not come by 1lconoclasm 
and violence, How much of the rough stuff, the destruction that makes room 
for creative construction, is unavoidable is a moot point, Almost certain=- 
ly all the suprenely great transitions in human history have been accompan- 
led by distressing consequences. wo Relizious neo-pagans may differ witn 
Perand to This matter, but They are all agreed. that we are in a time oft 
profound transition, and they want the transition to be made in the direc- 
tion of a diviner hunanity, This conviction and sense of miss1ion distin= 
euisShes n20-pazanism from other current movements of thought and faitn. : 
ewThe stablishment, secular, spiritual, does not have the answers, It 18 
beholden to a value system that tas prevailed for thousands of years, In. 
the world of affairs, -in religious thought and institutions, in much of tne 
great writings of literature. As Robert Graves has pointed out, only poetry 
has glven The Divine omnan her rightful place, ew '/)7 was not The SUPeT 
Man of a great German philosopher accompanied by, if not supplanted by, Tae 
Divine 'fJoman? Christian ethics has no place in its studies for an etnlc 
and esthetic of eroticism. That sensuality should be united with refine- 
ment, beauty of body with quality of personality, and such in the name and 
Spirit of the worship of The Fair apd Holy Ones, The Suprene and D1Vine 
Fuses, is a neo-pascan ideal, Certainly not Christian. en O1y1l12aTlon 
and Nature are not in any richt, mutually enrichins balance, leo-patzans are 
convinced that if the future is to be tzlorious, and not hold the threat of ' 
human Tobotization, diabolization, or universal destruction, our secular 
values must be thorouzhly revamped, rehauled, and our relizious beliefs 
radically changed, we ]eo-pazan thouzht and feeling is responsive to tne 
myStery, .fascination, and clory of life, The vital sublimity of the Divine 
1s that of the plurality of supra-human beatitud-s (polytheism)., Tae fin- 
ite in its hichest hierarchy of being--as well as the infinite--1is the 
Ereat, eternal, Divine allure (The Eternal Feminine), and the 2XUDerance 
of living Nature is the manifestation. in time and process of the life evter- 
nal, Polytheism, Goddess worship, Nature religion must nave a place in any 
zreat faith of the future; and there must be such a faith if the future 15S 
to be worthy of the names, 
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® On The Eve of The Longest Day of The Sacred 
®' Year, the now fully bloomed Goddess and God, 
* TITANIA and OBERON, are led by Nymphs 


and Panisci, Nature-hushed and Desire-primed, 


to The White Wedding Stone before the gigantic 
Live Oak. The Oak and Altar of The Four 
Rivers Stand within a Henge Setting of Twelve 
Great Menhirs, or Monoliths. Their Field ot 
Gold is edged with the Twenty-Two Vowel and 
Consonant Trees of The Sacred Nature-Charm 


and GREEN LEAVES »+- 


Calendar. The Trees and Stones are subtly 
Shaped, angled and aligned to every climactic 
Wilderness Community and Annual Celestial 
Event of the surrounding Region. They are 
carved with Hieroglyphs of Magically Corres 
ponding Plants, Stars and Landform Postures. 
On their edges, the Seasonal-Arboreal Ogham 
Rock Writing is incised. When The Fays whirl 
through the Henge, The Holy Pictures and Tree 
Strokes speak $parkling colors of Wilderness 
moods and Hieratic Horizons, And, to begin 
the Grand Detloration and Love Climax of The 
Year, the Stones and Trees are now extrava- 
22:;1:v decorated. @ @® @ © » » 


The May Pole and Ring of the preceeding 
Season are removed from their separate mounds 
in the Black and White Thorn enclosure, and 
fitted together in the Oak Parkland. The Fays 
dance about it, interweaving ribbons and kisses. 


Many Marriages are completed this Night. And 
each wedded couple is wedded to other couples 
according to the mystic bonding of the Para- 
disal Quaternio. Then again, each Mandalic 
Family of Syzigies is linked to several others, 
and a Sacred Eco-Totemic name is assumed by 


W 
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Fa 


the Clan, Whose coherence is visionary, The 


ramifications of magical and ceremonial cross- 
ings of ANIMAE and ANIMI finally includes 
the whole regional Human Population, which is 
wed, in tern, to the Land-Sky-Love-Body. Each 
Wedding is also wed to a Natural Feature. Thus 


Men are joined in the Famiiy of Nature. 


Also on Midsummer Night, many Fays aswume 
new Magical Names in dedication, under the 
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Muse, to new tasks of Wilderness Care, or, very 
Sparingly, to the Paradisal Maturation of a few 
amenable Eco-Systems. ©fThe PRINCIPLES of 
Evolution must ALSO evolve.” 


A Happy Lunacy of PUCK-led WILDERMAZE 
PLAY proceeds through the last pale-starred 
watches of the Night. At Dawning of the 
Longest Day, all view The Sun rise behind the 
North Solstitial Peak. Silently, they meditate 
on His Spiritual Eminence. Then They thank 
The Moon, His Mother, Bride, and Daughter, 
for bringing Him in through the ages, and for 
lensing and regulating His energies with exqui- F 


Site, painstaking gentleness, in care of all Ge re tm mg SOUTH 
Earth's Children. FRERERICK ADAMS Shak nat pattern hidden [e1 wal 
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RR A | are er Nt 
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SELDETOFNICHT, OVARIAS HOOES GLOU #ITH PULSE op=rOLLaN 
As the mine Degins , couples are standing around the Henze Circle outsice 
Round River. Ttoman and man face each other, the Round River (Shallow 4Iit C2 
markins the Henge Circle) belnsg on The wona n 's Tizht and the man's left, 


i” 27% 
the words "SUMMER WINS..” the woman leans =racefully back (weizcht on left foo” 
eg cThneimmman LTLeans over her, as in tango posture.. T7ith words ", THE: YIELD 
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DOFINIGCHT;.” the man lifts his partner into the Sir with ballet flair, and tien 
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Ec0- 


places her again on EZarth, Han chants "OVARIAN MOONS GLOW..." as won an TOves 


hips from s1de to $s1de, her arns at pelvic level in snape of crescent Toon, 
and man thrusts his pelvis forward toward her. Then all turn and step £silewis 
about the Circle chantinz in unison and with empanatic rhythm *.,.W.ATH PULSE OP 
FOLLEN, * PULSE OF FCOCLLEN, PULSE CF. POLLEN, " 5tamping their feet in conforni Ty. 
to The rhythm of the words as they T7 2veat the narase over and over. 
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grass. The increasing heat makes Oaken $shade a 
God in very truth, for those who undertake 
High Summer's Initiations of Blazing Savannas. 
In Autumn, acorn meal will typify the Summer 
weaith of myriad seeds riding Equinoctial 
winds. These winds will carry Life far and wide 
through Sun Realms, and back to Earth. FCA 


] > a a — —» — —@ — = os an wo =» ww A Great Live 
[ HS N C 2. « » « Oak, King of CALIFIA'S Trees, spreads His 
m ATIN G- jagged lightening shocks of evergreen, like a 


Summer Storm, over dry | expanges of yellow 
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i Pagani, makerials T1 The tremendous imnact of rea l1izinz 
trons, Theolegy, Hikuals that magic is morally neutral must Þ2 
To here, Write thera (in geared to a philosophy and a way of 


efugimg condbion):THE FAG J5fe, if it is to work well. ” Sybil 
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Something: ecology.” Ecology is a 
word that's bandied about with ping- 
pong frequency by everybody and his 
dog. Storm. But I don't hear one per- 
SON out of fifty using the term correc- 
tly. It is applied to concepts ranging 
from the New Religion to brands of 
Soap. (1 actually heard one well- 
intentioned lass ask a Stock boy for 

"come ecology soap”. The kid looked 
at her deadpan and said. *We're out of 
it this week.” 
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BLACK FAGIC, SATAN 


The most common misuse of the 


term is found among the more aware. 
folks who can toss off point-getters like 


*food-chain'* and *"maximum 


tolerance curve” at parties. I hey con- 


fuse it with environmentalism. 

Well. it ain't the same animal. 
Follow this: Ecology is usually defined 
as the Study of the relationships of an 


es Þ bg? 
18S. the title DT DT's Leo LOULlS 
Fartello's recent book, le are 
puzzled to find therein a chapter 
titled "The New Pacans'"--especial- 
1y nowadays when most Paran people 
are STTUTELING to 5eparate THelr 


Those interested in a 
handsonely printed cx. 
of Valida Davila's "A 
Child's Sexual BELL of 
Rights" may get 1t by 
Sending her: 1) a nots 


Edibed by Richard JT. Eg 


. any place to Ship out to. R.loVIN, 


requestinsg it; 2) a 
long, stamped, self-ad- 
dressed envelope. Write 
ner at 9141 Skyway, 
Paradise, Calif. 9599J 


organism to its living and nonliving 
environment. We already have the 
well-establiched word bionomics to 
describe the study of those relation- 
Ships and the organism's life cycle, but 
we needed a word to describe the. 
Systems within which bionomics func- 
tions. Ecology. then, is essentially con- 
cerned with ecosystems. which include 
_ interacting components — bionomics 
Within an ecoSyStem =_2 lake, for 
example — the environment” disap- 
pears, Simply dissolving into the 
S\Stem's component parts. Thus. to a 
Student of human bionomics. Smog IS a 
harmful material in his environment; 
to the ecologist. it is a metabolite in 
the fluids of the metropolitan 
ecosSysStem. 

Perhaps the definitional difference 
doesn't scem worth the effort to you. 
but it is We have become $0 
enamoured of the environment” that 
we don't understand the ecology. T his 
is like treating the Symptoms rather 
than the disease. Our provlems here on 
Spaceship earth are not environmental: 
they're ecological. So let's shape up. 
brothers and sisters We don't have 


1nage from the phenomena mention 
ed in the book's title, =) 


caapter deals mostly with Murch 
or AIL Jorids, 


rFeraſerla,.: and tae 
Council: of Themis. 


The material 
1s clear, factual, interestinz, 
and fair in its renresenta tions ; 
tho the picture could nardly be 
Tounded in such snhort comnpass. 
The book is available for $1.14 
from WICA Book Service, HeroFrecs, 
Sulte 1B, 155 West SOth- St., 

New York, Il.,Y. LOO24, 
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[ Sobil Leek Ss THz COMPLETE ART OF 
1 {ITCECRAPT Gorld Pub, Co «/hard- 
t back/1971) is the "nain course, ' 
{Diary of 'a Witch turned out to be 
da tantallzing hors d'oeuvre and 
ſnot a main course to satisfy the 
C increasing hunger of people who 
{were now prepared to examine them- | 
q Selves and their own rellclons—' 
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"The ENMEASPHERE: The UnicuRSAL PoLYGRAMS 
OF THE 4 SPHERES FoR CHARGING The b QUARTERS, + CROSS- 
QUARTERS, NADIR, MUNDUS + Z ENITH; THE TARGT TRUMPS 
CORRELATED WITH THE SIDEREAL MONTHS OF ThE 
TREE ALPHABET CALENDAR, THE PALACES I COVRTS 
OF WILDLANDS, + SOME PRELIM |NARY FSYCHO FUNCTIONAL 


MEANINGS, See GRAND Rite oF WILDLANDS, IRYTRAMIAY, Ly 12. 
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AQUAHUS Tyr MIDSUMMER MARRIAGE PEREN- 
Faerie NIALLY RE-UNITES THE GOD OF HUMAN 


COMMUNITY TO THE GODDESS OF ALL- 
i CONTAINING WILDERNESS, THE ONLY 


The Sun lights up His Great Oak behind The (Cireled wo (@ 
White Wedding Stone of The Moon. His rays mateh L£gomena 
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TH<E AQVARIAN REBIRTH OF <L<VE]1Ss 
ORACLES OF The FA<RI< FAIT 0D by Frederick Mac. Adams 


T The survival of human culture depends on its psycktic identification with 

ecolazically viable Styles of cultivation. This in turn depends on the 

SX< creation of a new cultus of Nature that stems from pre-nistoric sources 

MM while retaining everythin=s of value that hisbvory has produced, Toward 

| this new Fagan synthesis of cult, culture, and cultivation in devotion 

» to Great Nature, FERAFZRIA--which means Wilderness Celebration--presents 
the following Oracles of the Faerie Faith: 1) Wildness, 2) Faerie, 53) Fagic, 

Þ> +4) Divinity, 5) Polytheism-Pantheism, 6): Paradise, 7) Queendon 'of the 

N Trees, 8) Community Is Freedom to Love, 9) Education for iildness and Love. 
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WW 1) YILDNSSS Fundamental existence is loving participation in tature., To 
= exis8t is to exist in Nature, and tune inrto Her numinous tonality., : The 
*—= Ground of Existence is not an amorphous void like the Buddhist Nirvana, IT 
Ti is 4 dynamic quality of mystery, inherent. in Nature, to which the poetic 
faculty corresponds. The field quality of Nature as a whole conpounds awe. 
Y exhilaration, creativity, and love, Airs, minerals, plants, and aninals 
—Y in rapport with the Grand Numinosum of Nature. The supreme value and 
| beatitude of existence in Nature, fusins passion with compassion, 1s VILD- 
SN NESS}:  VWildness, the essence of thrilling erotic Touch, joyous ly exter=- 
AY nalizes as Nature. Wherever Nature artfully brinzs forth Ecolorical Pro- 
Þ fusion from Celestial Recularity, the existential achievement is ILD at. 
en NESS, The Fountainhead of Nature begins to overflow, 
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" Through enthusiastic communal group PFeg2in his natural enjoyments WOLLE: Fey 
religious rites, the link between man, V23nNing Als Songe_of r20e Cs 
all living nature, and the universe is 2nd. DALES - I - Y D4-4. ns ap 1991) - 
reforged, OVccult forces are marshaled PLETE ART OF dJITCHORAPT (World /1971). 
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